Western Central Chapter
American Planning Association
Executive Committee Meeting Minutes
July 16, 2018

Attendees:  Jeff Bollman, AICP, President; Charles Bloom, AICP, VP; Megan Nelms, AICP, Secretary/Wyoming State Director; Lysann Zeller, South Dakota; David Heinhold, Webmaster; Bethany Brandt-Sargent, Treasurer;
Agenda:
1. Minutes
Charles moved to approve the minutes from January 8 and May 7, 2018 as presented. Lysann seconded. All voted aye, motion carried. 
2. President’s Report
Jeff provided an overview of the recent conversations APA has had regarding legislative and policy issue. It is a thing APA is really focusing on, and trying to get involved with state issues and assisting chapters in being more involved legislatively in their states/jurisdictions. We briefly discussed what Montana was doing and how their planning organization has been getting involved with the state legislature. It is more challenging for us to provide feedback on a chapter wide level since we have multiple states involved. He wants to get feedback from the executive board and all the states on what kind of involvement we have with our state legislative sessions. 

Jeff asked if any state organizations have active legislative committees. Megan and Charles discussed what Wyoming does. They do have a legislative committee, and until recently, it had not been very active, mostly due to planning issues not really being brought up at the state level. However, recently Wyoming did have to deal with a planning bill that affected both municipalities and counties across the state. Megan likes the idea of putting a state organization member from the legislative committee on as a liaison to a chapter committee and getting them on APA engage. 

Bethany said that South Dakota is mostly informational with legislative stuff, updating the organization on items that might be of interest. She said she would put the word out to SDPA about this topic and see if they are interested in getting more involved. 

3. Treasurer’s Report
There has not been any account activity recently. NDPA did not get their request in for this budget year so we have an extra $400. 

4. Website Update
David is still working on the documents from the existing website and getting them transferred in preparation for the new site. Jeff still needs to set up a call between him, Allison and David to go over all the documents and decide what might not be needed. Jeff has seen the website. IT looks like a standard APA template. 

David said that we still need to decide who will have edit privileges, who will be able to make posts, etc. David is the editor right now, if things need to be changed or to add pages later. If we have images we want on the site, we need to send them to David and he can get them uploaded. He is looking for a variety of images right now. 

5. Mentorship Update	
Lysann gave a brief update, as the committee just recently had a meeting and they should have more information out soon. They have also been discussing expanding the program outside of conferences, since there are many people who can’t or don’t attend, and we want to reach out to them as well. They will have information to send to each state soon and Allyson is going to send Jeff some info to include in a chapter member enews. 

6. State Reports
a. Wyoming
Charles gave the update. They are working on their Fall Conference, to be held jointly with the state GIS group. WYOPASS will submit the request for WCC sponsorship soon.  
b. South Dakota
There was no major update. They are also hosting a fall conference in October, so they are planning that right now. 
c. North Dakota 
No rep on the call. 
d. Montana
Working on their fall conference schedule. They have also been discussing and working on having “roundtables” across they state that MAP helps sponsor. They held one in eastern Montana in May and it was very popular. 
e. Western Planner
Megan gave a brief update about the upcoming WPR conference in Idaho. 
Adjourn
The next meeting is scheduled for October 1, 2018. The meeting was adjourned at 3:51 pm (MST).  
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