
Cars dominate cities, especially in America.  But 
as many cities in other countries have found,      
removing cars can turn busy streets into lively 
public places.  Now the U.S. is starting to catch 
on. 

Public space has a loose definition.  It can be  
sidewalks, government buildings, or even 
streets, which account for nearly a third of the 
land area in an average city.  But in people's 
minds, "public space" is a park or a forest or a 
beach – places associated with recreation, the 
out-of-doors and that "nature" thing we tend to 
divorce ourselves from.  Making a connection 
between the idea of public space and the     
mundane reality of potholes and rush hour can 
be difficult.  But by temporarily taking cars out 
of the picture, cities are converting the public 
space of streets into the public space of       
common perception. 

It's an idea that started out in Latin America more than 30 years ago.  The Colombian capital 
of Bogota began to prohibit cars from driving in certain parts of the city on Sundays, creating 
safer places for people to walk and bike.  The event picked up in popularity and has grown to 
cover more than 70 miles of the city's streets, attracting more than a million residents every 
week. 

Numerous other cities in Latin America and Europe have followed the lead of Bogota, but this 
is a trend that has only recently picked up in the United States.  Portland, Oregon held its first 
street closure in June, New York City held three similar events in August, and San Francisco 
had two of its own in September.  Chicago is the next major city to try it out, with two Sunday 
events this month.  The main idea in each of these cities is the same: get cars off the streets 
and people on them. 

These events came about largely as a reaction to the lack of public spaces and parks in many 
cities, which is endemic in the dense urban areas of Latin America.  By creating parks on the 
streets of the inner city, city dwellers living far away from proper public parks are able to do a 
little recreating in their own front yards.  The Chicago events, dubbed "Sunday Parkways", are 
specifically aimed at providing public space where little is available. 
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In Colombia, the city of Bogota holds a weekly cultural 
festival every Sunday known as Ciclovia, during which 
nearly 120 kilometers of roads are cordoned off for 
walking and cycling enthusiasts.   Photo Credit:     
Photographer, Seema Parakh on www.embarq.org.  
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WCC Execut ive Commit tee 

Newsle t te r  Informa t ion 

This newsletter is published by the Western 
Central Chapter of the American Planning 
Association.  Circulation is to the APA 
members of the Western Central Chapter 
(WCC).  The WCC Executive Committee 
welcomes submission of original articles, 
editorial letters, and any other information 
of interest to both professional and citizen 
planners.  Submissions should be made to 
the newsletter editor: 
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2009 WCC Newsletter Schedule 

Summer – June 5  
(submittal deadline is May 22) 

Fall – September 4  
(submittal deadline is August 21) 

Winter – December 4  
(submittal deadline is November 20) 

If your mailing or email address has 
changed, please contact the American    
Planning Association at the address below.  
You can also edit your information online at 
https://www.planning.org/myprofile/. 
  

American Planning Association 
122 South Michigan Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60603-6107 
p: 312.431.6107 
f: 312.431.9985 

e: membership@planning.org 

Address/Emai l  Changes 
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P r es ident ’s  Message by Apr i l  D.  Getch ius,  AICP  

“Our chapter is so 
large, that the best 

way that we can 
provide direct 

support to our 
members is to 

support our regional 
conferences.” 

Dear Western Central Chapter Members: 

It doesn’t seem possible that we are well into 2009 already!  Happy New Year to you and here’s 
wishing you all the best as we face challenges that a new year and a volatile economy will bring. 

In light of that, following all the information on the stimulus package has been challenging at 
best.  For a summary of what is in the package, go to the APA website, specifically http://
www.planning.org/apaadvocate/2009/feb17.htm to get a concise summary of the bill.  States, 
counties and communities will be directly impacted by the funding that is on its way and we all 
need a clear understanding of what programs will receive money. 

As the economy tightens and government budgets are scrutinized, major conferences such as 
the national APA conference will be out of reach for many of us.  Please remember that there 
are many opportunities for training, including webcasts (including those hosted by APA’s     
Professional Development Officers), Tuesdays at APA (that can be downloaded to your IPOD) 
and your state and regional conferences.  The local and state conferences are an excellent value, 
provide fellowship with other planners and are focused on the issues affecting our area.  The 
Western Planner Conference is heading for the hills!  Join your fellow planners in Spearfish, 
South Dakota on September 9-11, 2009!  Please keep an eye on the Chapter website at http://
www.wccapa.org/ as other conferences schedules are set. 

Your chapter board executive committee has been working very hard.  We have adopted a 2009 
budget that is included in this newsletter for your information.  Note that there are several items 
to highlight.  First, the Chapter is providing financial support to member state and Western 
Planner conference.  Our chapter is so large, that the best way that we can provide direct      
support to our members is to support our regional conferences.  In addition, we are actively 
financially supporting AICP certification activities including the purchase of AICP study       
materials and the Professional Development Officers’ webcasts. 

The executive committee is also developing two scholarship funds.  The first will be to help off-
set conference attendance costs for first-time attendees.  The second will be a modest        
scholarship program for students attending graduate school in planning related fields.  These 
will be developed in more detail and will be shared with you as they are finalized. 

This executive committee is committed to provide the membership with direct, tangible benefits 
as a result of their APA membership.  If you have additional ideas please forward them to me at 
agetchius@cityofcasperwy.com. 

 
Best wishes,  
 
April D. Getchius, AICP 
 

The Western Central Chapter 2009 Budget can be found on page 12. 

April out of the office. 
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"In Chicago you have the lakefront and you have Lincoln Park, but that only serves a specific 
geography," says Margo O'Hara with the Chicagoland Bicycle Federation, one of a handful of 
community groups that is organizing the two Sunday events on October 5th and 26th.  The street 
closures they've set up will take place several miles from the city's major park areas. "These are 
communities with the least amount of park space and the highest rates of asthma and obesity." 

Unlike other cities, Chicago's events are not organized by the city.  The independent "grassroots" 
organizers are counting on the city to take notice this month and take the lead in the future. 

"We'd hope that the city would recognize the importance of an event like this, in particular in the 
neighborhoods that we're targeting," says Sunday Parkways organizer Adolfo Hernandez. 

Connecting underserved communities was also the impetus for San Francisco's recent "Sunday 
Streets", which ran for 4.5 miles in the city, across town from its major open space, Golden Gate 
Park. 

"It really did help bring people out and connect 
those communities and give those communities 
opportunities to have open space in their front 
yard, rather than having to pile on an hour-and-
a-half long train ride or get in a car to go to 
Golden Gate Park," says organizer Susan King. 

Each of the "Sunday Streets" events drew 
around 15,000 people, according to King. New 
York's recent 8-mile closure saw more than 
50,000 people on the streets, and Portland's 6.5-
mile event brought more than 17,000.  Stacked 
up against weekly participation figures that top a 
million in Bogota, 500,000 in Guadalajara and 
70,000 in Mexico City, the burgeoning U.S. 
events have some catching up to do.  But organizers in Chicago and San Francisco say that this 
year's events are just the start. 

"These are very much pilots where we're testing to see what works, where is there a potential for 
growth, and where our limits are," says Hernandez.  “But we're definitely looking to make this 
part of the Chicago landscape." 

Joining the list of cities experimenting with street closures is Pasadena, California, which recently 
closed off a loop of road around the city's iconic Rose Bowl stadium.  The area is heavy with pe-
destrians as well as amateur cyclists, who regularly swarm out in groups of more than 150 riders to 
train.  The loop's unique oval shape and subtle incline are well known in the cycling community, 
but this popularity has also caused some problems.  With so many cyclists and pedestrians using 
the area and little organization, accidents have been known to happen. 

Cyclists who ride the 3.3-mile loop every week were excited about the closure, which took place 
on a warm Thursday evening at the end of September. 

"This is the first time we've had the whole enclosure blocked off to vehicular traffic, which will be 
very, very nice," cyclist Mark Rich says.  "Hopefully this will be the start of something good for 
the city of Pasadena." 

The city seems keen to address the congestion issues at the Rose Bowl, but closing the road is just 
one idea up for consideration.  With police and traffic control costing the city about $4,000 for 2 

Removing Cars  cont inued f rom page 1  

Page 4 

"It really did help bring 
people out and connect 
those communities and 
give those communities 
opportunities to have 
open space in their front 
yard, rather than 
having to pile on an 
hour-and-a-half  long 
train ride or get in       
a car..."  

continued on page 5 

Bikers and pedestrians crowd the street in San Francisco for 
a recent street closure event, "Sunday Streets".  Photo 
Credit: Frank Chan, San Francisco Bicycle Coalition. 
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hours of street closure, economics may pro-
hibit a repeat. 

"It's not inexpensive to do this.  That's one 
of the downsides," says Bernard Melekian, 
Pasadena's chief of police and interim city 
manager.  "Clearly it's not something that 
we're necessarily going to be able to sustain 
over a long period of time." 

Another option is to remove one lane of car 
traffic to accommodate the area's non-
motorized users.  But with more people 
coming out to walk, bike and recreate at the 
Rose Bowl loop, Melekian says something's 

going to have to be done. 

"I think that is the future. Clearly people are finding different ways to recreate, different ways to 
work out, and they're drawn to an area like this one. We have to figure out how to manage it." 

Though it's unclear whether Pasadena will be able to continue its road, event organizers in Chi-
cago hope to host about five similar events next year, and King says she's already planning one 
or two events per month from April to October 2009. 

These events are slow to pick up steam, but organizers seem confident that they'll take hold. It 
may be a long while before American cities go as far as cities like Bogota and kick their cars out 
every week. But as more of these events take place and more people come out for them, there 
may come a drastic change in the way people think about their cities and the public spaces that 
surround them. 

Nate Berg is Assistant Editor of Planetizen, a public-interest information exchange provided by 
Urban Insight for the urban planning, design, and development community. It is a one-stop source 
for urban planning news, commentary, interviews, event coverage, book reviews, announcements, 
jobs, consultant listings, training, and more.  This article originally appeared on 
www.planetizen.com and is reprinted here with permission.  
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WORTH KNOWING 

Ciclovía (also ciclovia or 
cyclovia) is a Spanish 
term, meaning "bike 
path," used in Latin 

America to mean either 
a permanent designated 

bicycle route or a tem-
porary event closing of 

the street to automobiles 
to allow dominance by 
other users. Permanent 

designated bicycle lanes 
are also known as ciclo-
rutas, while streets tem-
porarily closed for that 

purpose are always 
called ciclovías.  

Information obtained from 
Wikipedia: http://

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ciclovia 

Cyclists ride around Pasadena's Rose Bowl during the city's 
recent temporary car ban. Hundreds of people showed up for 
the two-hour event.  Photo Credit: www.planetizen.com.  

AICP Cer t i f i ca t ion Corner  by Pepper McClenahan,  AICP  

From the Diary of a Successful Exam Candidate: 

Craig Collins from Casper, Wyoming recently passed the AICP exam.  As a successful          
candidate, he offers the following tips for those preparing to take the exam: 

“Advice that I would give future test takers......everyone studies and remembers things 
differently, so do what works for YOU.  Second, the APA study guide that we purchased, 
with the CD (practice exam, see link below) helped a whole bunch.  What worked for me 
was to go through every question and look up everything about it that I didn't know.   
For instance, if it provided 4 choices of answers and I didn't know what each one was, 
then I would put it on my list and look it up later.  Then MEMORIZE....It helps me to 
remember things if I write/type things, so I re-wrote/re-typed my notes twice.  Last, 
support helps.....so form a study group.  I learn well from discussion and listening to 
other people so it helped me a bunch.” 

continued on page 7 
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Neighborhood greenness has long- term 
posi t ive impact  on k ids’  heal th 
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In the first study to look at the effect of 
neighborhood greenness on inner city chil-
dren's weight over time, researchers from the 
Indiana University School of Medicine, Indi-
ana University-Purdue University Indianapolis 
and the University of Washington report that 
higher neighborhood greenness is associated 
with slower increases in children's body mass 
over a two-year period, regardless of residen-
tial density.  

"Previous work, including our own, has    
provided snapshots in time and shown that 
for children in densely populated cities, the 
greener the neighborhood, the lower the risk of obesity," said Gilbert C. Liu, M.D., senior author of 
the new study, which appears in the December issue of the American Journal of Preventive Medicine. 
"Our new study of over 3,800 inner city children revealed that living in areas with green space has a 
long-term positive impact on children's weight, and thus, their  health."  

Liu is assistant professor of pediatrics at the IU School of Medicine and a Regenstrief Institute       
affiliated scientist.  

The new study looked at children ages 3 to 18 years whose residence didn't change over 24            
consecutive months. Higher neighborhood greenness was associated with slower increases in body 
mass index over time, regardless of age, race or sex. This slowing of body mass index could            
correspond with reduced risk of child obesity in the long term. The inner city children in the study 
were predominantly African-American, poor and publicly insured.  

In a novel partnering of health services research and geographic technologies, the researchers used 
satellite images to identify and measure greenness. Greenness was not simply defined as parks.  

"Our research team adapted methods, originally developed for agricultural and forestry research, to 
estimate greenness in children's residential environments," said Jeffrey S. Wilson, associate professor 
and chair of the Department of Geography at IUPUI's School of Liberal Arts. "These measures are 
affected by all forms of vegetation that are visible to the satellite and take into consideration not only 
how much vegetation is present, but how healthy that vegetation is. While other researchers have used 
similar techniques to study vector-borne diseases, such as malaria, we are among the first to explore 
this method in health behavior studies."  

Trees and other urban vegetation improve aesthetics, reduce pollution and keep things cooler, making 
the outside a more attractive place to play, walk or run.  

Childhood obesity is associated with a variety of health problems including type 2 diabetes, asthma, 
hypertension, sleep apnea and emotional distress. Over the past 30 years, obesity has doubled in    
children age 2 to 5 and age 12 to 19 years of age and has tripled in children between 6 and 11 years of 
age, according to the Institute of Medicine.  

  

EDUCATION  
OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Planetizen offers a    
variety of courses     
covering planning-
related topics and 
taught by experts in the 
field.  These self-paced 
courses are designed for 
professionals, students, 
or concerned citizens 
looking for quick yet 
thorough introductions to 
concepts relevant to their 
work.   

Selected courses are 
eligible for credits from 
the American Institute of 
Certified Planners 
(AICP*) Certification 
Maintenance program.  

For more information on 
courses currently     
available, click here. 

Urban Green.  Photo Credit: Courtesy of Indiana University.  

continued on page 8 
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AICP Cer t i f i ca t ion Corner  cont inued f rom page 5  

Here are some additional tips for preparing for the exam: 
 
• Study a broad range of materials. 
• Focus on and research topics you are unfamiliar with and areas of planning where you have 

not had direct involvement.  Transportation planning for example. 
• Estimates indicate that a successful exam candidate should spend an average of 80-100 

hours of study time preparing for the exam. 
• Begin your preparations at least 3-4 months ahead of the exam. 
• Study factual information such as the history of planning, key planning figures and key court 

cases. 
• Utilize available study resources.   
 
Check out these links for additional information: 
 
⇒ Interactive CD-Rom and easy to use manual to help organize your studies 
 http://www.planning.org/APAStore/Search/Default.aspx?a=1005 
 
⇒ Subject Matter Outline: Content areas covered on the exam 
 http://www.planning.org/certification/subjectmatter.html 
 
⇒ Reading List: Suggested readings for the exam 
 http://www.planning.org/certification/selectedread.html 
 
⇒ Candidate Bulletin: Provides an overview of the exam process and appointment       

scheduling and includes a list of test centers: 
 http://www.planning.org/certification/pdf/bulletin.pdf 
 
⇒ Computer-based Exam FAQs: Questions and answers that address many points of       

interest regarding the computer-based exam process:  
 http://www.planning.org/certification/cbefaq.htm 
 
⇒ Online tutorial: Simulates the computer-based exam environment: 
 http://www.planning.org/tutorial/index.htm 
 
⇒ Courses and self-study materials:  http://www.planetizen.com/courses/aicp 
 
⇒ Check out the “Exam Preparation Resources” 
 http://www.planning.org/certification/index.htm 
 
The Western Central Chapter will soon have copies of the Chapter Presidents Council Study 
Manual on CD.  Drop me an email if you are interested in receiving a copy—  
pepper@wlcwyo.com.  The Chapter covers the cost of this CD as a service to its members. 
 
As always, please call me or email me if I can provide any assist to you in either registering for 
the exam or preparing for it.  I’m happy to help! 
 

ANNOUNCING APA 
MONTHLY WEBCASTS 

 
No cost to APA members 

CM 1.5 each webcast 
1 pm - 2:30 pm EST 

 
Agricultural Preservation 

April 3, 2009 
 

Social Networking:    
Applications for Planners  

April 10, 2009 
 

Transportation Planning  
May 10, 2009 

 
Current Trends in  

Planning Law  
June 5, 2009  

 
AICP Code of Ethics  

July 17, 2009 
 

Wind – Small and Large  
August 7, 2009 

 
The Future of  

Transportation: 
Providing Sustainable 
Choices for the Public  

September 4, 2009 
 

Practical Application of 
Takings, Exactions and 

Constitutional Procedural 
Requirements in Local 

Land Use Decisions 
October 2, 2009 

 
Community Visioning: 

Creating the Framework 
for Tomorrow’s Florida  

November 6, 2009 
 

Creating Sustainable 
Communities  

December 4, 2009 
 

For more information, go 
to http://www.utah-

apa.org/webcasts.htm  
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Obese children are likely to be obese as adults, increasing risk for cardiovascular disease, high blood 
pressure and stroke, resulting in higher health care costs.  

"Obesity is a national epidemic necessitating the involvement of health care providers, parents and the 
community," said Liu, a pediatrician who sees patients at both Riley Hospital for Children and Wishard 
Health Services in Indianapolis. "Our lifestyle makes us sedentary and less healthy. For children,  
physical activity is active play and that usually take place outdoors. We need to encourage them to go 
outside and play. I love the idea that we can landscape for health."  

Liu, Wilson and study co-author Janice F. Bell of the University of Washington, note that further   
research is required to understand the mechanisms underlying associations between neighborhood 
greenness and childhood obesity. They write, "Ideally, this research will be multidisciplinary --        
involving city planners, architects, geographers, psychologists and public health researchers -- and will 
consider the ways children live and play in urban environments."  

The study was funded by the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases.  This 
article is reprinted here courtesy of Indiana University. 

WCC BYLAWS        
APPROVED BY  
MEMBERSHIP 

Thank you to the WCC 
members who voted on 
the updated Chapter’s 
Bylaws  The bylaws 
were approved and a 
final version of the 
document will soon be  
available on  
www.wccapa.org 

Neighborhood greenness has long- term 
posi t ive impact  cont inued f rom page 7  

Where in  the wor ld? by Al lyson C.  Br i s tor,  AICP  

Thanks to Jeff Bollman for        
submitting this awesome picture. 

Submit your world pictures to   
Allyson Bristor’s email:  

abristor@bozeman.net 

It’s a polite way to brag about your 
vacations! 

answer on page 10 
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Brilliant inventions usually result when someone asks 
the right question at the right time.  Taja Sevelle, the 
founder and executive director of Urban Farming, a 
Detroit-based nonprofit dedicated to eradicating   
hunger, had just such a query for architect Robin 
Osler when the two met last year for the first time: If 
sedum and other non-edible plants thrive on green 
roofs and walls, why not tomatoes, peppers, and    
onions?  If so, she reckoned, these gardens could    
supply free, healthy food for economically distressed 
neighborhoods. 

Sevelle had consulted the right person.  Osler’s      
Manhattan-based atelier, Elmslie Osler Architect,   
created a 2,000-square-foot green wall—the largest in 
the United States—for the Huntsville, Alabama,    
location of clothing retailer Anthropologie.  After 
meeting Sevelle, Osler contacted George Irwin, whose 
firm Green Living Technologies manufactured the        
Anthropolgie wall system, and discovered that he was 
already experimenting with how to grow lettuce and 
other crops vertically.  The team quickly came together 
and dubbed their project the Urban Farming Food 
Chain.  It debuted this summer at four sites in Los   
Angeles’s Skid Row, a district that contains one of the 
nation’s largest homeless populations.  The sites     
include a courtyard at the Michael Maltzan-designed 
Rainbow Apartments, a transitional housing facility for 
the homeless and mentally ill. 

Each 30-foot-long-by-6-foot-high wall contains 4,000 plants growing in 180 square panels made 
of stainless steel; the panels, in turn, are divided into 4-inch-by-6-inch dirt-filled cells.  Drip lines 
irrigate the crops from above and water drains through X-shaped slits on the underside of each 
cell.  A fully loaded wall weighs roughly 15 pounds per square foot and can attach to an adjacent 
building or a freestanding metal framework. 

“Bees and butterflies arrived within    
seconds after we put the walls up,” says 
Joyce Lewis, Urban Farming’s L.A.     
project manager, who organizes local  
volunteers to tend the vertical gardens. 
“They greened an environment that 
would otherwise just be concrete and 
steel.” 

Lewis is still raising money to complete 
the first L.A. sites, but she’s already     
eyeing new locations across the city.  
Osler and Sevelle likewise hope to take 

Ver t ical  Food Gardens Sprout  in  L .A.’s  Skid Row 
by James Murdock  

Photos credit: Courtesy Urban Farming Food Chain. 

In Los Angeles, walls covered in food plants are 
being installed in areas rife with homelessness. Each 
30-foot-long-by-6-foot-high wall contains 4,000 
plants growing in 180 square panels made of 
stainless steel.  Photo credit: Courtesy Urban Farming 
Food Chain. 

continued on page 11 
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Montana 

 The MAP Legislative Committee has been busy sifting through hundreds of bill drafts that 
have been generated by the biennial state legislative session that started in January.  The good 
news is that the Transmittal deadline is coming up on 26 February and once this passes the Legis-
lative Committee will be able to focus on bills that were able to pass out of one chamber and 
move over to the other.  After transmittal we will be able to focus on trying to defeat any remain-
ing bad   legislation and push for approval of beneficial planning bills. 
 In conference news, the MAP Board received a proposal to hold our annual conference in 
Red Lodge.  Stay tuned for more information as dates get confirmed and the program gets devel-
oped. One thing is for sure, it will be a fantastic location for a conference, so be ready to make the 
trek to Red Lodge later this year and enjoy the views of the Beartooth Mountains and maybe even 
take a drive on the Beartooth Highway.  
 As always, you can check for the latest MAP happenings on the web site at: 
www.montanaplanners.org along with any new job postings or RFPs. 
 
Wyoming 

 April 2-3 is the date for the next WYOPASS Spring Workshop, free to all members.  As usual 
it is being held in Thermopolis, Wyoming, at what was formerly the Holiday Inn and is now the 
Days Inn.  The agenda has shaped up to be an excellent one, with speakers covering a variety of      
important issues that planners and planning commissioners routinely deal with.  
 The workshop begins at 4:00 on Thursday, April 2, when Jim Whalen with the Sonoran         
Institute’s Partnership For Wyoming’s Future will give a report on a survey they recently         
conducted about planning and development.  The survey results are intended to be used to make 
proposals for changes in our state statutes.  At 6:00 there is a reception for all attendees, and this 
gives all of us a chance to recharge our batteries and share stories/ideas with colleagues and 
friends. 
 Friday morning kicks off with a welcome from WYOPASS President Kathy Patceg.  This is  
followed by a session on ethics for planners and planning commissioners (1.5 CM credit) given by 
Graham Billingsley, AICP, AICP President.  Next there will be a presentation by Pat Dugan 
on demystifying public finance for planners (1.5 CM credit).  After lunch, Brandon Cammarata, 
AICP, will give a legislative update.  Diana Hulme, assistant director of the Ruckelshaus       
institute, will present findings from the institute’s State of Space report.  Michael Surface, AICP, 
will close out the workshop with an overview of the WYOPASS education and training materials. 
 Again, the workshop is free for WYOPASS members.  Contact Debbie Ehlers at                   
DSEconsulting@msn.com for registration information.  See you in Thermop!   
 
South Dakota 

 The South Dakota Planners Association (SDPA) had a very successful annual conference last 
fall in Watertown, South Dakota with almost 100 attendees.  SDPA was pleased to have two         
nationally recognized planners as presenters; Marty Schukert FAICP, principal with RDG Plan-
ning and Design of Omaha, NE and Lora Lucero AICP, Editor of Planning and Environmental 
Law.  Other conference sessions included topics dealing with; wind energy, TIF districts, adult 
uses, sign regulations and industry updates.  We also discussed litigation and legislation on both 
the state and federal level. 
 In 2008 SDPA had 99 members and we are hoping to build upon our success in 2009.  SDPA 
is proud to host the 2009 Western Planner Conference in Spearfish, SD September 9-11, 2009 
(see Western Planner update).  Make plans to Head for the Hills this fall. 
 The South Dakota State Legislature like most legislatures in the na-

Where in the world? 
answer: Luxembourg 
City, Luxembourg 
(Summer 2008).     
Luxembourg, officially 
the Grand Duchy of 
Luxembourg, is a small 
landlocked country in 
western Europe,     
bordered by Belgium, 
France, and Germany. 
Luxembourg has a 
population of under 
half a million people in 
an area of              
approximately 2,586 
square kilometres 
(999 sq mi). 

Information obtained from 
Wikipedia: http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Luxembourg 

continued on page 11 
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the project to Chicago or New York, forming a nationwide “chain” of green walls akin to     
Frederick Law Olmsted’s Emerald Necklace park system. 

“There’s been a definite shift across the country in understanding the value of locally grown 
food, but as a society we’re not very good about giving up valuable urban real estate for parks,” 
Osler explains. “The advantage of vertical farming is that it doesn’t take up a lot of space.” 

Irwin adds that the green walls are about “more than just crops.” Projects like this can help  
create a sense of community among disadvantaged residents. “Sitting down to dinner,” he says, 
“always seems to bring people together.”  

Architectural Record provides a compelling editorial mix of design ideas and trends, building   
science, business and professional strategies, exploration of key issues, news products and       
computer-aided practice.  This article originally appeared on http://archrecord.construction.com/. 

Ver t ical  Food Gardens cont inued f rom page 9  

JOB CORNER 
 

Looking for a job? Several 
online planning job listings 
are free to search.  Here 
are just a few: 

 
American Planning  
Association: http://
www.planning.org/jobs/
search/ 

 
Planetizen: http://
www.planetizen.com/
jobs 

 
USA.gov: http://
www.usa.gov/Citizen/
Topics/
Work_for_the_Governm
ent.shtml 

 
Montana Association of 
Planners: http://
www.montanaplanners.o
rg/jobs.htm 

 
If interested in posting a 
job listing in the WCC 
Newsletter, please    
contact the newsletter 
editor by the submittal 
deadline (as shown on 
page 2). 
 

 

Sta te  Di r ec tor  Upda tes  cont inued f rom page 10 

tion is struggling with finance challenges and budget woes.  As result, legislation regarding land 
use is limited.  No news is good news.  The struggling economy is also affecting most local gov-
ernments particularly in construction, economic development and employment.  Therefore, our 
state and local officials are redirecting efforts to assist those in need while at the same time en-
couraging investment, limiting services, and curtailing spending.  With the passage of ‘stimulus’ 
funding perhaps some of the projects and programs that are in jeopardy may be revisited.  The 
challenge for those in the planning and community development will be in how we deal with the 
impact of the influx of federal dollars and regulations in our communities. 
 
North Dakota 

 The North Dakota Planning Association (NDPA) is planning to use the Western Planner    
Conference as our conference for this year. In lieu of "conference" we are planning to hold at 
least two and possibly more planning commissioner training sessions. The focus of those      
sessions will be to introduce the legal context for planning, discuss the comprehensive plan, dis-
cuss planning tools, and talk about making planning decisions.   
 NDPA has also started a series of articles the broadly defines and explains planning that will 
be published in the League of Cities newsletter. 
 North Dakota is about 2/3 of the way through the legislative session. There are a couple 
bills reducing the extraterritorial zoning authority that we are providing testimony on and watch-
ing several other bills related to planning. 
 
Western Planner 

 The 2009 Western Planners Conference is being held in Spearfish, SD, September 9-11, 
2009 at the Holiday Inn Conference Center, for room reservations call 1-800-999-3541.  The 
event  planning is underway with lots of activities and wonderful sessions for all in attendance. 
Here is a sneak peak at some of our topics: Affordable Housing Landstrusts, Planning in Diffi-
cult Times, Green Ordinances, Signs, and as always Legal and Ethics.  We will have a prelimi-
nary agenda available soon and it will show our many CM credits available.  We will be visiting 
the Western Heritage Center for a lovely reception; awards and an opening to the silent auction, 
for a peak at what the Western Heritage Center is go to www.westernheritagecenter.com.  We 
will also be enjoying the Planner’s Jam at a local Pub, known as Flanagan’s Irish Pub, to see the 
fun that can happen go to www.flangansirishpub.us.  We will be providing a few walking and 
bus tours into Deadwood, Lead and Spearfish proper.  We hope to see all of you there! 
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Western Cent ral  Chapter  -  2009 Budget  

Conference Oppor tuni t ies  

WYOPASS Spring Workshop 
Days Inn, Thermopolis, WY 
April 2 - 3, 2009 
2009 APA Conference  
Minneapolis, MN 
April 25 - 29, 2009 
http://www.planning.org/nationalconference/ 

2009 Western Planner Conference 
Holiday Inn, Spearfish, SD 
September 9 - 11, 2009 
http://www.westernplanner.org/2008conf.htm 
 
See preliminary schedule for the Western    
Planner Conference on the following pages.  
Registration can be found on the conference 
website. 

2009 National Preservation Conference: 
Creating the Future in Harmony  
with our Pasts 
Nashville, TN 
October 13 - 17, 2009 
http://www.preservationnation.org/
resources/training/npc/ 
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Visit WCC on the 
web: 

www.wccapa.org 


